adolescent bariatric surgery, a very clear explanation of airway reconstruction and the almost mandatory "update on paediatric cardiac anaesthesia". There are two excellent chapters on palliative care and quality care, the latter having many important principles which could be applied to adult anaesthesia.
A chapter on sedation and anaesthesia for paediatric radiology is disappointing in that it is largely a description of "what we do" with little critical analysis.
A chapter on anaesthesia for paediatric endoscopy provides little helpful information for the anaesthetist requiring a critical appraisal of alternative techniques. Some technical information on fibreoptics and video endoscopy is factually incorrect, and an illustration of the local flavour of the chapter content is the virtual dismissal of intravenous induction as a legitimate approach to paediatric anaesthesia.
A chapter on preoperative evaluation of children is a comprehensive description of the clinic at the Cincinnati Children's Hospital and describes the integration of nurse practitioners and other paramedical personnel in triage and preoperative assessment.
The use of local terminology sometimes detracts from otherwise useful information. For example, in the very good chapter on the integration of pain services into paediatric oncology, "clears" is used to describe clear fluids.
The journal ends with two interesting chapters, one on the supply chain for anaesthesia equipment and one on the implementation of IT systems in anaesthesia and perioperative management. Although orientated towards paediatric practice, both provide some valuable guidance relevant to all anaesthetists.
This edition of a very popular journal contains a large amount of very useful information, but has to be read in the knowledge that much of it refers to local practice. The book is primarily of interest to anaesthetists in tertiary paediatric practice.
R This book is the fourth edition from this internationally known obstetric anaesthetist and author -the last was published in 2000.
The text is a basic manual aimed at the anaesthetist-intraining and its size and presentation reflect that intention. It remains an introductory text rather than a source of reference. Whilst the publisher has changed, there is little of major difference within the text since the last edition. The chapter headings, layout and page numbers are almost identical.
The ASA Practice Guidelines have been updated, but there is little new in the text to reflect many of the changes in practice that have occurred and some sections are now outdated. The role of spinal anaesthesia in pre-eclampsia has been updated, but combined spinal and epidural anaesthesia receives little more attention than the previous edition, and could be further expanded. The issues of anticoagulation and regional anaesthesia appear in the briefest of form in the section on maternal mortality. PCEA in labour receives the briefest of discussion. Many of the stated "recent references" are now 20 years old or more, and the illustrations often dated.
The section on general anaesthesia does not reflect current practice. The topic of failed intubation is scant and contains no current algorithm. The topic is not even indexed. The section on awareness does not include neurological EEG monitoring.
Trimethaphan is still recommended as an antihypertensive though it is no longer available. Nifedipine has been overlooked as a current tocolytic and antihypertensive. Doses of recommended drugs are often omitted.
The index of 29 pages has been expanded but is still incomplete in detail.
With these caveats, for the price the book represents a lot of information for the money-it is a pity that it is no longer all current information.
A Pediatric Critical Care Review is a compilation of multiple choice questions and answers, aimed at candidates for the American Board Examinations in Pediatric Critical Care Medicine. The format and degree of difficulty are consistent with Board Examination standards and as such, this book and CD will be most useful to candidates.
The answer section has quite detailed explanations 690 Book reviewS Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 34, No. 5, October 2006 
